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                             Policy Statement for Religious Education 

 
Introduction 

 

 This document is a statement of the rationale, aims and guidelines for the 

teaching and learning of Religious Education at St Bernard’s Catholic Primary 

School. 

 

 In the school year 2010-2011 a new scheme of work, God Matters, was 

introduced and trialled by the whole school. 

 

 The whole RE document was again reviewed in the Spring term of 2010. 

 

 Because of changes in the scheme of work and assessment of RE this 

document was again reviewed in Autumn 2011. 

 

 The whole RE document was again reviewed in the Summer term of 2020 

because of changes in the scheme of work and assessment of RE according to 

Clifton Diocese. 

 

 In the school year 2019-2020, a new Sex and Relationships programme, 

Ten:Ten’s Life to the Full, was introduced. This was not trialled due to the 

Coronavirus outbreak.  

 

 

Rationale for the teaching of Religious Education 

 

At St Bernard’s School, religious education is a fundamental part of all that goes on within 

the school. The whole ethos of the school is the result of a concerted effort to create a 

Catholic Christian environment, which should pervade all the school’s life and curriculum.  

Therefore, Religious Education is much wider than RE lessons.  For being a Catholic school, 

we believe: 

 

“.... that Religious Education is not one subject among many, but the foundation of the entire 

educational process.  The beliefs and values it communicates should inspire and unify every 

aspect of school life.  It should provide the context for, and substantially shape the school 

curriculum and offer living experience of the life of faith in its practical expression.” 

 

(The Education Reform Bill - a Commentary for Catholics - Bishops’ Conference, February 

1988) 

 

 

 

 

 

Aims 



 

 

 

Our AIMS in teaching Religious Education are: 

 

 To help the children to know, understand and appreciate Catholic doctrine - subject to 

age and ability 

 To help the children come to their own beliefs whilst respecting the beliefs of others 

 To enable the children to experience meaningful prayer, worship and liturgical 

celebrations 

 To provide a Religious Education for all pupils in the school suited to their age and 

development 

 To enable all pupils to live as members of a Catholic Christian community 

 To develop with parents, Governors and the clergy, that they may be involved in the 

Religious Education of the pupils of St Bernard’s School. 

 

 

Guidelines 

 

The Religious Education Programme of Study is developed through RE lessons, assemblies, 

liturgical worship, church visits, prayer services, activities to help those in need and cross 

curricula links.  Religious Education should: 

 

 Foster feelings of wonder, awe, delight, joy, mystery and a sense of ritual 

 

 Provide knowledge, through stories from the Bible, of God’s dealings with his 

people, (Old Testament) Hebrew scriptures and of the life and teachings of 

Jesus, (New Testament) and provide knowledge of the early Christians 

through stories of saint and important Christian figures. 

 

 Give opportunities of experiencing liturgical celebrations, especially of 

festivals, through which the children may raise questions about the meaning of 

these occasions, and of life 

 

 Help the pupils to become more fully aware of the needs of others, less 

fortunate than themselves, through activities to provide practical help for such 

groups. 

 

 

 In line with Bishops’ Conference recommendations, 10% of curriculum time 

is allocated to Religious Education. This does not include Collective Worship.  

 

Programme of Study: 

 

Between 2018 and 2020, new curriculum objectives have been phased in so that the 

programme of study is in line with the new outcomes of Clifton Diocese which were made 

available in September 2018. These new outcomes are used alongside the God Matters 

programme of study as many of these new objectives link.   

 



 

 

God Matters is designed to ensure that pupils make progress in RE from Reception to Year 6. 

The theological content and principles are linked to the National Curriculum Directory.  It is 

supported by a clear approach to teaching and learning.  This clear approach is characterised 

by the 3E’s: Engage, Explore, Express.  It is structured in a way which allows for deep 

learning and real engagement with the RE content. The ‘God Matters’ programme is used as 

recommended by the Diocese and the new Diocese outcomes follow the same approach of 

using the 3E’s.  

 

In the academic year 2020 – 2021 we will be trialing the ‘Come and See’ Catholic Primary 

Religious Education Programme for Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 and 2. This was due 

to be trialed in school in Summer term 6, however due to the Coronavirus outbreak this was 

not possible.  We feel this programme is written in child friendly language, teaching is in a 

context that children can relate to from a range of different starting points, through this we 

can develop deeper understanding with the RE content.  It also links with our RSE Policy 

using Ten Ten resources and Journey in Love.  There are also links to our Cafod global 

citizenship and fundraising programmes. 

 

Until 2019, Sex and Relationships is covered by following the ‘Journey in Love’ scheme of 

work, they are supplemented by the PSHE Jigsaw programme. In the academic year 2019 – 

2020 this changed to Ten:Ten’s scheme of work ‘Life to the Full.’ This has not yet been 

trialed in school due to the Coronavirus outbreak.  

 

 

Methodology 

  

A variety of teaching and learning strategies will be used from across the curriculum adapted 

appropriately to the needs and learning styles of pupils. 

 

Assessment, Monitoring, Recording and Reporting 

 

Assessment is carried out using formative methods. A list of the outcomes for the unit is 

stuck in each child’s book at the beginning of a new unit. This is both an assessment tool and 

it allows children to see the learning journey. These outcomes are taken from the Diocese 

Outcomes and are separated into AT1 objectives (showing understanding), AT2 objectives 

(comparing ideas, asking and responding to questions and making links) and AT3 objectives 

(expressing a point of view and using different sources to support it). As a child meets the 

objective, teachers give a date on the sheet next to the objective. In Terms 2, 4 and 6 a level is 

given to the child based on the objectives that are evident in each child’s book using the 

Depth of Learning grading system. The RE co-ordinator tracks progress and attainment for 

each child.  

 

Marking and commenting on pupil’s work is another means of assessment.  All marking 

should be sensitive, positive and constructive so that it affirms and celebrates success and 

encourages future learning. (See our Marking Policy) 

  

 

 Assessment of standards is carried out according to Diocesan guidelines using the 

criteria in the Levels of Attainment booklet agreed by Bishops’ Conference. 



 

 

 Each teacher keeps a class record of pupils’ progress. 

 A moderation takes place every term at the Newman Partnership RE Co-ordinators 

meetings. A different year group is moderated each term.  

 The school portfolio of assessed samples of work is presented for Diocesan 

Moderation every Summer term. 

 The RE Subject Leader and Headteacher will ensure this policy is implemented 

consistently throughout the school using strategies such as discussion with teachers, 

pupils and parents, monitoring teaching, work scrutiny and  sampling teachers’ 

planning.  

 Progress and achievement in Religious Education is reported to parents/carers in a 

written report at the end of each academic year, and also through assemblies, RE 

displays, the children’s workbooks and through discussion with teachers during 

parent evenings. Records are also kept of assemblies and other special occasions. 

 

 

Management of the subject. 

  

Mrs Waller, the Subject Leader has responsibility for leading, managing and supporting the 

delivery of and training in Religious Education.   

 

 

Other Faiths 

 

The ‘other faiths’ elements are taught from Year 1 to Year 6 at the end of each unit in God 

Matters.  2 weeks teaching and learning time per year is given to each faith.  

 

Conclusion 

 

Since Religious Education is a core subject in this school, we, therefore, try to ensure that it 

reflects on the school vision and mission, inspires and unifies every aspect of school life, and 

it helps to give shape to the whole curriculum. 

 

Policy review. 

 

This policy will be monitored, evaluated and reviewed and updated every 3 years. 

 

 

April 2020 

J Waller 


